
 
 

A Study of the “Book of Ephesians” 
 Teachings on—The Character of the “Universal” Church 

 Teacher/Facilitator:  Pastor A. Johnson 

 

“Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needth not to be ashamed, 
RIGHLY DIVIDING THE WORD OF TRUTH” 

 2 TIM. 2:15 



Introduction 

• This study is a deep study into the book of Ephesians and will last for several weeks. In 
this study, we endeavor to pull out “golden nuggets” (principles) that we can readily apply 
to our local church and in our spiritual lives today. 

 
• Lesson titles include:  
• Introduction (Background and Overview) 
• Lesson 1:  Chapter 1 
• Lesson 2:  Chapter 2 
• Lesson 3:  Chapter 3 
• Lesson 4: Chapter 4 
• Lesson 5:  Chapter 4:11 (Five-Fold Ministry) 
• Lesson 6:  Chapter 6 
• Lesson 7:   Summary and Conclusion 

 
 



Introduction 
(Background and Overview) 



Authorship 

• Who wrote the book?  Apostle Paul, who was appointed by the will of God. 

• Jesus called Paul as an Apostle—Roman Road--he later became the Gentiles . 

• Letter  was written to the saints. Paul was not only an Apostle, church planter, and missionary, he 
was also a pastor.  He courageously took the step to separate the church from the Synagogue in 
Ephesus. 

• Paul knew the saints well in Ephesus, and they knew him well. 

• Stopped on His second mission trip in the city of Ephesus and founded and started the church 
there.  ~56 AD 

• On his third mission trip, Paul stops and spends three years as pastor of the church of Ephesus. 
(Acts 19: 1-20) 

• After three years, he meets with Elders of the church, informs them he must leave, but he would 
abandon them without a pastor/overseer.  So he sent his best and brightest, Timothy to serve as 
overseer for the church.  (1 Tim. 13) 

 

 



Place and Date of 
Letter 

• Paul wrote this letter while in Roman prison – Caesarea-  
AD 60-62 (Acts 24:27) 

 

• While he was in prison, he wrote four letters. 

 

• It was one of the “prison Epistles (Philemon, Ephesians, 
Philippians, Colossians) PEPC – Acts (28:30) 

Onesimus  - (Philemon, Ephesians and Colossians)   

Epaphroditus   -Philippians 

 

 



Destination 
- City 

• Not written to any specific individual, like in some of his 
other letters. 

• Written to specific churches in Ephesus. 

• Ephesus was the biggest city in Asia, and also had the 
biggest church. 

• Ephesus is on the eastern coast of modern day Turkey.  
At the time Paul wrote this book, the city had 
approximately 250,000 people. 

• One of the largest cities in the Roman empire.  It was a 
port city in the Roman world, making it a very influential 
and wealthy city.   

• It contained one of the seven wonders of the world-  
Temple of Diana (Latin-form) (Fertility Goddess); 
Artemis(Greek-form)—Acts chapter 19. 

• Large Jewish population in the city.   

• It was a hub for sorcery, magic and sexual immorality.   

 



Destination 
- Churches 

Comprised of Gentile and Jewish believers. 

Ephesians were faithful followers of Christ. 

Flourished as a church, but over time, it begin to lag 
in its zeal for Christ.   

So a warning was given to it some 30 years later by 
the Apostle John. 

Revelation 2: 2-5 Jesus letter to the church of 
Ephesus. 

After Paul left, John the Apostle came to Ephesus, 
and settled there until his last days. 



Purpose of Letter 
Unlike some of the other letters written by Paul to Churches in Asia Minor, there is NO particular problem he addresses to the churches in 
Ephesus. 

The letter was written as a “circular letter” to the churches in Ephesus. 

Paul is reiterating his  instructions to believers to beware of false teachings 

Christianity refused Syncretism –Mixing of Religions---Biblical Christianity does NOT allow syncretism-non-biblical can not be mixed together. 

However:  Christianity can adapt to other cultures. 

(Romans took over Greek gods and gave them roman names) Hinduism---form accept Christ and simply add Him to their list of gods. 
 Theme of the letter is (agape) love -  mentioned “9” times in letter 

The book is focused on your position in Jesus Christ. And the great results that of your daily living that flows  

out of your position.  (Eph. 4: 1-3) 

Teaches that Jewish and Gentile believers are one in Christ, which is demonstrated by their love for one-another. 

Encourage those who were being persecuted. 



Outline of 
the Book 

The Book of Ephesians is divided into two parts: 

• Doctrine (Chapters 1-3) – The Calling of the Church –
What Christians are supposed to believe.  Your position 
in Christ. 

 

• Scripture serves as a pivot point in letter:  Paul is so 
overcome with praise, so excited about their salvation, 
he breaks out this spontaneous praise:    

Ephesians 3: 20-21:  20 Now to him who is able to do 
immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according 
to his power that is at work within us, 21 to him be glory in 
the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, 
for ever and ever! Amen. 

 

• Duty (Chapters 4-6) – The Duty of the Church – How 
Christians are supposed to respond to God’s Calling. 

 



Main Ideas About The Church 

1. Creation and blessings of the church was God’s original plan at the very beginning of 
time. 

 

2. True ‘Living” can only be found in the body of Christ, and EVERYONE can be part of that 
body. 

 

3. The church is the “Light” in society because it sets the standards for what is RIGHT.  
ROLE—OUTREACH!  Speak truth to power---the churches role….. 

 

4. In the end, the church will be victorious over every spiritual and physical 
enemy…including death. 

 

 



Outline of 
our Study 

1. Blessing of the church – 1: 1-23 

 

2. Universality of the church – 2: 1 – 3-21 

 

3. Obligations of the church: 

• Unity – 4: 1-16 

• Righteousness 4:17 – 6:9 

• Faithfulness – 6:10-24 

 

Note:   

• Ephesians focuses on the character of the 
church and its importance in God’s plan. 

• Book of Acts – Focused on the Physical 
History of the Church 



CONCLUSION 

• Questions 

 

• Comments 

 

• Homework for: August 22, 2022 Bible Study 

• Read, the entire book of Ephesians a couple of 
times. 

• Then: focus on re-reading chapter 1: 1-14 
(observe who, what, why, when, and how of the 
text) 

• Pray and ask God what He wants you to 
personally learn from this study, and then ask 
Him specifically what He wants you to do with 
what you learn. 


